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”'uﬁpggr Charles:
- Re/ The ramily ?Pree.

The Taskers-were Fronch Fugusnots (French speliing Tascher) who
went to Enzland when the Cathollics mude 1t ucoomfortable for
fhem in Fraﬁhe. In the 2arly 1300s three brothers came to U.S.4,
tne ssttled in Dover, N.8. and foumded the branch from which the
Bixby famrily are descended. ( You or Velse may reumember the HeBe
Bixby Coe in Uaverhill., Mother B was a Tasker ) The other %wo
went on to Bartlstt ¥, H,, and I belleve some of the fanlly are
stiil-there. (nz wag a hotel proprietor sthsre within my memory.
Both brcthefs bhad large familles, The ona we are interested in
had aeveral dauzhters ead five sons., Joseph, Joshuz y Elijap Zl-
bridge and-James.Rumor has 1t that they were all glauts, black
_hgir, Plack eyee, and devil-may-cars, They all\walked from Barie
létt‘ta Ha%eéhill, and when they #rrivad at the shors of the
Nerrimack river the tvo J s bad 2 wrestling mstch to see wHo was
_tbﬂ'better man, Thene two drepped from.sisht after the Clvil
Har and it mast be ass&med they both were kllled.

'Flbzid ra parried 'and bulll u cclonizl types housge on ﬁiidlé R#ad,
.!_near-thaExst Parish ¥eetlns House whiocn was cowned by thse family
lgéﬁiio a few yzars ago. He had no childreﬁ.
‘Elijaﬁ went to (Oe2lifornia with the 49 ers by salling vessel via

j7Cape Horn.'He never struck zould in a bilg way, but be did ggulre,a
iy hairedo that would put the hlpples to shane. “a one ped a pbsﬁth
L“ﬂct hlm,which hag unfortunately disappeared, Hg wag s hgﬁdsome :
' elloa, lcng black curle %o his snoulders, and 8 pirate s bl&ck 4

'ﬁ”°d¢ Bviééntly barbers. were searce on tha yest Co &qt;infthoﬁ




éo rér ag I know hé never married. After 2 time he czme back’tb
Haverhlill and was assoclated wilth ﬁy father in the counter busi-
ness for several years. I remember him well. An o0lé man then,
who used toﬁétand me up on the cutting block and bribe me with
nickels to recite from my repertoire of nursery rhymes etc,
He returned to Californls and died there,
James, your great grandfathzr, I know 1little about, He died in
1883 before my time, Ee married Mary ﬁoyes of East Parish, (By
the.way, the name Noyes means " saved from drowning " so maybe
we arve in 2 direct_}ine froa Noah ! ) A distant cousin of
purs, alsc named Mary Noyes, had a gegnealogy of the Noyes fam=
11y which she once showed me, It Segan with a Capt., Noyes who
came over with William, the Conqueror, and was rewarded for his
prowess 1n'batt1e by a land grant. One of hils descendents
came to Amerlica in 1640 and became the first minister at New-
bury, 80 you see we were not far behind the Mayflower.
The family gradually movedxup the Merrimack River, and Theodore
Noyes,{West Newbury by that time) married Philena Morse. The

- Morses owned = considerable tract of land on the Haverhill side

of the river. ( see separate sheet for history of the Morse house.)

It is'ﬁow owned by Richard Fletcher, a Merrimsck Nat'l Bank
‘officlal, who in restoring 1t, His mother is a friend of mine,
'_séni’furnished a copy of the house history and was invited td

,;inspebt‘his work. He is dolng a fine job but has used brown

I

sh;hg;éé*on the sidss, It was always whitg so doss not Iook;,{.w»




ATiAIt;f thelr marriare James and Mary lived p ! tn% aoﬁsexﬁou :
>probably remember across the street from my home on East Broad—b
’way. He must have farmed in a sm2ll way and made shoes in the
Winter. There was a ell attached to thke house which was're-
ferred to éé " the shop". Your grandfather also made shoes ét
bhome. He had a " thimble" a short éistance from tne house onm
E,B.

Did you know that Hazel Bartlett and her husband bought you
grandether's house on B, B. and has developed ;t into 2 small
'trdit farm., Theay haave rewodelled the house completely and have
landscaped the pasture back of the barn with evergreens and
what have ycu, TYou would nevar knoy thie.placse,

That is tba extent of my knowledge. There sevmwtowb-ﬂo'c=1—
lebrities ia the family, althouzgh I have heard that a half-brother
of Granqmdther ¥oyes bscame gevernor of Qhic. There are

no gcoundrels that I know of, which is something in thes® days.

I d1d not mention your grendmother Tasker, She was Emma Phil-
, brick;'daughter of Rufus who wes proprietor of the zeneral store

‘2t Tilton's Corner, znd was succeeded by hisson Gecrge;




